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Abstract

This research employs a mixed methodology that integrates theoretical and statistical analyses to 
examine the challenges associated with reducing inequalities in access to postgraduate education 
in governance, democracy, and human rights in Colombia. The study begins with a comprehensive 
review of various epistemological and theoretical perspectives to establish a conceptual framework 
that facilitates an understanding of the role of postgraduate education in strengthening governan-
ce and democratic innovation. Subsequently, the specific context of the country is analyzed, highli-
ghting the importance of postgraduate education in meeting research demands and legitimizing 
knowledge, particularly in rural areas. Finally, the statistical analysis of the existing postgraduate 
education offerings reveals that they are insufficient, with an even wider gap in rural areas. These 
findings underscore the urgent need to implement educational policies aimed at expanding access 
and coverage in the most marginalized territories.

Keywords: Postgraduate Education, Governance, Governability, Democratic Innovation and Hu-
man Rights.

Formación de posgrado necesaria en Colombia para fortalecer 
la gobernabilidad, la demo-cracia y los derechos humanos

Resumen

Esta investigación emplea una metodología mixta que integra análisis teóricos y estadísticos para 
examinar los desafíos en la reducción de las desigualdades en el acceso a la educación de posgrado 
en gobernabilidad, democracia y derechos humanos en Colombia. El estudio comienza con una 
revisión exhaustiva de diversas perspectivas epistemológicas y teóricas, con el fin de establecer un 
marco conceptual que permita comprender el papel de la educación de posgrado en el fortaleci-
miento de la gobernabilidad y la innovación democrática. Posteriormente, se analiza la situación 
específica del país, resaltando la importancia de la educación de posgrado en la satisfacción de 
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las demandas de investigación y en la legitimación del conocimiento, especialmente en las zonas 
rurales. Finalmente, el análisis estadístico de la oferta educativa posgradual existente revela que 
esta es insuficiente, evidenciando una brecha aún mayor en las zonas rurales. Estos hallazgos 
subrayan la necesidad de implementar políticas educativas que amplíen el acceso y la cobertura 
en los territorios más marginados.

Palabras clave: Educación Posgradual, Gobernabilidad, Gobernanza, Innovación Democrática y 
Derechos Humanos.

Formação de pós-graduação necessária na Colômbia para 
fortalecer a governabilidade, a democracia e os direitos humanos

Resumo

Esta pesquisa utiliza uma metodologia mista que integra análises teóricas e estatísticas para 
examinar os desafios relacionados à redução das desigualdades no acesso à educação de pós-gra-
duação em governança, democracia e direitos humanos na Colômbia. O estudo começa com uma 
revisão abrangente de diversas perspectivas epistemológicas e teóricas para estabelecer um marco 
conceitual que permita compreender o papel da educação de pós-graduação no fortalecimento 
da governança e da inovação democrática. Em seguida, analisa-se o contexto específico do país, 
destacando a importância da formação de pós-graduação para responder às demandas de pes-
quisa e legitimar o conhecimento, especialmente nas áreas rurais. Por fim, a análise estatística 
da oferta existente de programas de pós-graduação revela que ela é insuficiente, com uma lacuna 
ainda maior nas zonas rurais. Esses achados evidenciam a necessidade urgente de implementar 
políticas educacionais voltadas à ampliação do acesso e da cobertura nos territórios mais margi-
nalizados.

Palavras-chave: educação de pós-graduação, governança, governabilidade, inovação democrá-tica 
e direitos humanos.

Introduction

Postgraduate education in governance, democratic innovation, and human rights in Colombia is 
crucial for the country’s social and political development. Governance is understood as a process 
that involves the exercise of authority by social groups, which directly relates to the quality of pu-
blic policies and citizen participation (Barraza et al., 2023; Samaniego et al., 2024). Postgraduate 
education provides professionals with the necessary tools to understand and engage in these pro-
cesses, fostering an active and critical citizenry that can contribute to the stability and legitimacy 
of the political system (Barraza et al., 2023).

Moreover, training in democratic innovation is essential in a context where institutions must adapt 
to the evolving demands of society. Postgraduate education enables individuals to acquire compe-
tencies that equip them to implement innovative strategies that promote citizen participation and 
transparency in public management (Carine et al., 2023). In this regard, the formation of leaders 
with managerial and governance skills is crucial to addressing contemporary governance challen-
ges (Carine et al., 2023).

On the other hand, human rights constitute a fundamental pillar of democratic governance. Post-
graduate education in this field not only raises awareness among professionals about the impor-
tance of these rights but also provides them with the necessary tools to defend them and design 
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policies that guarantee their protection (Dávila, 2018). Education in human rights fosters a cul-
ture of respect and protection of fundamental rights, which is essential for social cohesion and 
sustainable development in Colombia (Dávila, 2018).

Despite the importance of postgraduate education in these areas, significant inequalities persist in 
access to such programs, particularly in rural regions of the country. Educational offerings remain 
limited and are concentrated in urban centers, preventing professionals in remote areas from ac-
cessing advanced training that would enable them to influence governance and local development 
processes. In this context, it is essential to analyze the challenges Colombia faces in reducing 
these disparities and expanding postgraduate education coverage.

Methodology

This research employs a mixed-methods approach that integrates theoretical and statistical analy-
ses to examine inequalities in access to postgraduate education in governance, democracy, and 
human rights in Colombia. The data collection process is based on two complementary strategies: 
a review of secondary sources and a statistical analysis of the educational offerings.

First, an extensive review of various epistemological and theoretical perspectives on these topics is 
conducted to understand the conceptual frameworks that underpin the consolidation of peaceful 
territorial spaces in the country. This review includes previous studies, institutional reports, and 
relevant academic literature, providing a solid theoretical foundation for analyzing educational 
offerings.

Subsequently, the study examines Colombia’s specific needs that justify the expansion of postgra-
duate education in these fields. This involves identifying and assessing existing research demands 
and the critical role that advanced education plays in the legitimization of knowledge within the 
Colombian context.

For the analysis of educational offerings, the primary source is the “Sistema Nacional de Infor-
mación de la Educación Superior (SNIES)”, an official database that centralizes information on 
academic programs in the country. Postgraduate programs in governance, democratic innovation, 
and human rights are reviewed, identifying their geographic distribution, delivery modalities, and 
admission requirements. This process reveals existing gaps in the coverage of these programs and 
their availability in both rural and urban contexts.

Once the SNIES data is collected, a descriptive analysis is conducted to identify trends in edu-
cational offerings and compare them with the country’s training needs. This analysis assesses the 
effectiveness of educational policies in promoting equitable access to postgraduate education in 
these fields.

Results

Analysis of theoretical perspectives

Governability and Governance Perspectives

The concept of “governability” originated in the 1970s when states were experiencing problems in 
coping with social demands; The Keynesian policy of that time entered an economic, political and 
ideological crisis. This caused instability and fluctuations in the world economy, and the theoreti-
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cal and practical tools of that time did not propose an effective way out of said crisis. This lead to 
the relative loss of both economic and political power of nation states.

For the World Bank, the notion of “ Governance ” was initially related in the report called “Sub- 
Saharan Africa : From Crisis to Sustainable Growth ” (1989) and in subsequent documents such 
as “ Governance and Development ”, thus highlighting three elements linked to the definition of 
governance : 1) form of the political regime, 2) process of exercising authority in the administra-
tion of economic resources and social for the development of a country and 3) capacity of gover-
nments to design, formulate and implement policies and fulfill their functions. More recently, the 
World Bank defined governability as the ability of freely elected rulers to act effectively in pursuit 
of the well-being of the governed as a whole, and in this sense, the elements of governability would 
be legitimacy and effectiveness.

Now Jan Kooiman defines governance as the structure that arises in a sociopolitical system, the 
common result of interactive interventions by all the actors involved, so that governance cannot be 
reduced to one actor or a single group of actors, considering that none of them has all the knowle-
dge and information required for the solution of complex, dynamic and plural problems (Kooiman, 
cited in Rhodes, 1996). The concept of interactive governance is then introduced, which, accor-
ding to Kooiman (2005), focuses on the resolution of social conflicts and the generation of social 
opportunities through interactions between civil, public and private actors.

“The interactive governance approach suggests relating governability to the qualities of the 
governance object (the system to be governed), its subject (the governing system) and the 
relationship between the two (Kooiman, 2008:3); governors, governed, and nature of inte-
ractions between governors and governed all contribute to governability. Therefore, gover-
nability can be defined as: the general governance capacity of any entity or social system.

The interactive approach assumes that the governability condition of any system is conti-
nually changing in response to external and internal factors. What may be high governabili-
ty at one point in time, may be low governability at another. Similarly, what may be effective 
governance in one place may be ineffective in another. Government acts can influence 
governability as a whole or any of its components.

Many external factors also influence governability, some of which cannot be managed by 
the governance system, or only incompletely. This often increases uncertainty regarding the 
governability of a social system or entity. The starting point for developing the concept of 
governability is to consider three sets of variables contributing to the governability of social 
entities and the natural resources on which they depend. These entities are called: “system 
to be governed”, the governance system and governance interactions taken together. (Kooi-
man, 2008:3.)

Likewise, considers that governability consists of three main components, a system to be gover-
ned, a governance system and the interactions between these two, the basis for conceptualizing a 
system to be governed are the primary processes in which that the social sectors specialize. These 
processes present characteristics by which they can be analyzed, such as their diversity, dynamics 
and complexity. The system to be governed can be operationalized according to the aspects of 
governance activities: governance elements, modes and orders, and in the three main institutions 
of social governance: state, market, civil society and increasingly hybrid forms between them. It 
is also possible to analyze participatory interactions, and forms of interaction driven by policies 
and management. Together, these important components of governability form a conceptual basis 
for analyzing and eventually evaluating the governability of a particular social sector (Kooiman, 
2008).
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In the same way, governability implies the search for political stability to achieve well-being and 
human development, which is achieved when the rulers are capable of meeting citizen demands; 
then governability becomes a necessary condition for the development of societies. In this sense, 
it is important to highlight what was expressed by Jaime Torres Melo, in the compilation made by 
Carlos Zorro Sánchez, called “Development: perspectives and dimensions” (2007:517), when sta-
ting: “So, if governance is understood as a set of capabilities of social actors, these are determined 
in terms of opportunities and constraints by the institutional arrangement in question. Therefore, 
it includes evaluations of institutional capacity, organizational and administrative capacity, terri-
torial control, citizen participation, legitimacy and leadership, trust in institutions, and coopera-
tion and coordination strategies.”

Democratic Innovation

The democracy has to do with much more than just exercising the right to vote, a democracy must 
promote the use of other means that allow a more effective participation in a democratic model, 
in that order, citizen participation constitutes a necessary mechanism for the consolidation of a 
democracy and is completely aligned with the so-called “democratic innovation”.

Democratic innovation describes the existence of institutions specifically designed to increase and 
deepen citizen participation in the political decision-making process:

In the first place, it is not obvious why the term should be reserved only for participatory 
institutions. In the last three decades, many established democracies have seen a prolife-
ration of new instances of citizen participation, characterized by greater popular partici-
pation in political decision-making beyond the institutions of electoral democracy. In fact, 
it is mainly in the realm of non-electoral institutions that we are seeing the invention of 
new public processes and of citizen participation: in governance, policy implementation, 
and public administration. The advent of these new opportunities for citizen participation 
marked an important “institutional turn” (Smith 2019) in democratic theory in an attempt 
to strengthen the normative basis of democracy. This is crucial, especially in the context 
of declining citizen participation in elections, which is often seen as reflecting a growing 
disenchantment with conventional modes of political participation (Blais and Rubenson 
2013; Dalton 2008, Cited by Woo and Kübler:338)

Electoral democratic innovations, for example, aim to improve the situation of declining voter tur-
nout by experimenting with new forms of voter participation at various levels of elections, such as 
postal voting, electronic voting, etc. Consultative innovations, primarily to elicit citizens’ opinions 
and preferences, may not be considered truly innovative in their processes, but new and unusual 
platforms such as participatory theater and permanent citizen panels that facilitate consultations 
can certainly give an air of innovation.

Participatory democracy seeks to stimulate popular power, expanding the interference of citizens 
in public decision-making and favoring inclusion based on the premise that it is the citizens who 
best know their problems and will make more efficient collective decisions, which respond to rea-
lity. (pp. 25-26), on 4 assumptions: participation has educational functions and transforms the 
subject in the process, making him more active and committed to civic values, increases citizen 
control over political activity, generates greater equality. (Aedo, 2014: 25-26)

Deliberative innovations offer a deeper form of participation that emphasizes the quality and form 
of interaction between participating citizens compared to consultative innovations. From more 
institutionalized forms, such as citizen juries, to more informal ones, such as democratic cafés, 
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deliberative innovations contain a discursive element that focuses on rational and respectful dis-
cussion and debate of policy issues.

To empower citizens to exert a semblance of popular control, cogovernance innovations that take 
the form of community councils or even participatory budgeting practices have enabled the par-
ticipation of citizens and public officials, where the former can exercise some influence over poli-
tical decisions or at least contribute opinions to set the agenda. As an even deeper form of citizen 
participation, innovations of the direct democratic type involve practices and processes that po-
tentially invest citizens with much more decision-making power through public meetings, referen-
dums, initiatives or recalls. (Woo and Kübler:339)

In this sense, new instruments and mechanisms for citizen participation are generated, such as 
participatory budgets, public policy management councils, citizen councils, city councils, consul-
tation tables, accountability spaces, monitoring, etc. (Dagnino, Olvera & Panfichi: 38).

Democratic innovation strengthens the democratic culture in an environment of freedoms and 
access to rights, demands the ability to know and participate in decision-making and overcome the 
crisis of representation of current politics, allows the configuration of states of citizens, guarantee 
for the full exercise of rights and freedoms, becoming a political tool for public debate on ways to 
resolve social needs, emergencies and priorities.

In this sense, the Latin American peoples and communities, and particularly in Colombia, have 
longed and sought to become active subjects of rights through the mobilization of different social 
movements, it has been possible for the social sciences to incorporate innovative concepts into the 
debate on democracy to improve , expand and consolidate the democratic culture, these concep-
tual innovations allow the creation of institutional and legal conditions for active participation in 
the design and taking of decisions in the management of public goods and affairs.

Human rights

Human rights are recognized both individually and collectively and are expressed in various ins-
truments such as the University Declaration of Human Rights, adopted and proclaimed by the 
General Assembly in its resolution 217 A (III), of December 10, 1948 , the American Convention 
on Human Rights, signed in San José, Costa Rica on November 22, 1969, at the Inter-American 
Specialized Conference on Human Rights, the International Covenant on Civil and Political Ri-
ghts, adopted by the General Assembly in its resolution 2200 A (XXI), of December 16, 1966, and 
the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, adopted by the General 
Assembly in its resolution 2200 a (XXI), of December 16, 1966. Thus, a relationship is established 
between democracy and human rights, the protection and materialization of human rights in a 
participatory democracy are conditioned to achieve harmony and in a democratic society since 
they are elements of a Rule of Law and share the premise of “allowing the governed to live with 
dignity”.

The establishment of a democracy must be linked to the protection of human rights, such as:

1. Freedom of thought, conscience and religion (University Declaration of Human Rights, art. 
18): it is a fundamental right in any democracy, the ability to think freely in any belief must be 
recognized.

2. Freedom of expression (University Declaration of Human Rights, art. 19): not only free thought 
must be recognized, but also the possibility of expressing said thought and opinions.
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3. Freedom of assembly and peaceful associations (Declaration of the University of Human Ri-
ghts, art. 20): this right allows the integration of interest or pressure groups to discuss or stren-
gthen ideas, as well as to protest against decisions with which one does not agree.

This is how human rights and governance strengthen each other, the work of governments and 
other political and social actors is governed by the set of values provided by the principles of hu-
man rights. Good governance must ensure the effective application of human rights, this involves 
the creation of entities and relevant legal frameworks, responsible management processes, among 
others, that allow satisfying the rights and needs of citizens.

Human Rights, Coexistence and Security, an Inherent Relationship.

Coexistence, security and Human Rights are essential concepts for the consolidation of a society 
in which relationships between people are developed in a harmonious framework based on respect 
for rules, differences and freedoms.

Coexistence is nothing more than shared life between the members of a certain social group in a 
specific space and in peaceful conditions. Security, on the other hand, refers to the set of processes 
and procedures aimed at protecting and strengthening civil order to eliminate risks and threats 
that have the potential to affect coexistence. On the other hand, Human Rights are those rights 
inherent to people by the simple fact of existing. Rights whose universality is reaffirmed in the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights adopted by the General Assembly of the United Nations, 
which, in its 30 articles, includes those that are considered basic, such as the right to life; and 
those that give value to life, such as the right to health, education, work, among others.

Starting from such concepts, allows us to understand the similarities and differences between 
them in order to establish the relationship between them. For example, if the notion of security 
is limited to that of a public good whose objective is to reduce actions that violate rights, its in-
dissoluble relationship with coexistence would be ignored, since, although one of the differences 
between security and coexistence, lies in the fact that the first aims to reduce crime and the second 
does not, the truth is that another of the purposes of security –perhaps the most relevant– is the 
materialization of peaceful coexistence. Likewise, for this type of coexistence to materialize, it is 
necessary to establish some essential rules that are instituted as principles of coexistence. Rules 
inherent to the human being regardless of their origin, their ethnicity, their gender, their language, 
their creed or any other condition. Rules that converge in the so-called Human Rights, in a fra-
mework of interdependence aimed at providing security to the person for the ideal development 
of their life in coexistence. This is how the approximation of these three dimensions is specified. 
Security as a public good that entails the protection of Human Rights for the materialization of 
peaceful coexistence. Three dimensions that intertwine as three forces capable of preventing con-
flicts and conjuring them up when they occur.

The codification of Human Rights and the establishment of legal and political institutions that 
strengthen their defense and protection, form a favorable space for the human being. A space of 
coexistence that, in addition to being formed, must be sustained through mechanisms, strategies, 
actions and bodies that guarantee the security of the components of society. Such codification, 
from the international perspective that refers to the relationship between countries, is associated 
with the friendly relationship between nations, based on respect for the principle of equal rights 
and self-determination of peoples, on international cooperation, on the respect for the rights of 
individuals and fundamental freedoms and the importance of dealing with international disputes 
through peaceful mechanisms. All aimed at preventing security and coexistence from suffering 
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damage that affects peace; and always, aimed at the protection of people against the violation of 
their rights within the framework of a vision that places the human being as a priority and as ins-
piration and basis for obligations and specific limits at the head of the States, which have the duty 
to guarantee Human Security in three dimensions: that relating to the rights of individuals with 
special emphasis on minorities and vulnerable groups; that related to International Humanitarian 
Law in relation to the duty to protect the civilian population in the event of conflict; and that con-
cerning the duty to intervene in problematic socioeconomic phenomena that generate violence or 
conflict in order to guarantee their non-recurrence (Charles, 2008. La Guerra y la Paz). 

Country needs that justify the need to expand access to postgraduate academic programs in Go-
vernability, Democracy and Human Rights

In Latin America and the Caribbean, there is a fragility in democratic processes, exemplified in 
cases such as the coup in Honduras in 2009 to defeat the “democratic resistance” and the results 
of the governments of Alberto Fujimori in Peru, Daniel Ortega in Nicaragua and more recently 
Nicolás Maduro in Venezuela, where authoritarianism and dictatorship prevailed or still predo-
minate.

These situations, which the different countries of Latin America have gone through, have led to 
a lack of credibility in democracy on the part of the citizens, and as a consequence they perceive 
a lack of support for it; this can be seen reflected in the marked electoral abstentionism, in the 
negative opinions about policies and politicians, which appear to a great extent in opinion polls. 
Citizens’ distrust of political systems is increasing, with repercussions on the legitimacy of the po-
litical process with the decrease or lack of citizen participation (Smith 2009).

For this reason, the need arises to train upright citizens, with values and principles, but above all 
with high knowledge in governability, democracy and respect for human rights, as has been reso-
nating since the reform of the Political Constitution in the year 1991, in which citizen participa-
tion mechanisms together with human rights are conceived as a fundamental pillar to sustain an 
active democracy and, at the same time, solid governability in the country.

In this way, in Latin America, according to the statistics officially published on its website up to 
the year 2020, the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, IACHR, demonstrates how 
dictatorships and different armed conflicts have triggered systematic violations of these rights, a 
situation that it has put the democracy of nations at imminent risk. Protecting human rights is a 
task that involves governments, but it also requires citizen participation so that this, in turn, can 
contribute to policies aimed at respecting civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights, in-
cluding , there is a greater possibility that the policies that emanate from participatory processes 
can be perceived by citizens as legitimate.

In this sense, governance does not refer only to the good practices of administrative management, 
but also implies a conception of a participatory society with more active citizens.

“… governability is the quality of relations between government and society. The task of go-
verning consists in building hegemony, making private interests converge towards a collec-
tive interest that, being defined by the one who governs, confers ascendancy and political 
control to those who are governed”. (Guzman, 2003)

Consequently, the governability of a democracy is based on the fact that the organs of power and 
the political actors that participate in decision-making and the generation of policies are conside-
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red by the citizens as their legitimate representatives. In this context, governability in Colombia 
presents great challenges, especially in rural areas, where not only the presence of the State is 
weaker, but also its absence is reflected in the levels of inequality and development, in relation to 
urban areas.

…it has been found that the detriment of the country’s rural areas is largely explained by 
the political and economic processes that have been driven by urban elites for their benefit 
and the development of cities. The results show low levels in the provision of public services 
for rural populations, compared to the high levels registered in urban areas (López, 2019).

In turn, this scenario of inequality has contributed to the development of problems such as vio-
lence and insecurity, which shows the need for the territories to strengthen a political culture that, 
through commitment and participation, generates a climate of peace, dialogue and rational deli-
beration, which feed the exercise of the government for the design of comprehensive public policies 
that meet the priority demands of citizens and their rights.

As evidence of the above, there is the report of crimes between the period 2015-2023, adding all 
the forms of acts related in the following table, an increase of 77% can be indicated (table 1):

Table 1.Crime statistics in Colombia for the period 2015-2023

Postgraduate training needed in Colombia to strengthen governability, democracy and human rights

Type of crime 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023

Cattle theft 2155 3006 5135 3919 3329 2240 2167 2551 1484
Threats 54271 44737 48587 84377 85747 39740 52688 65135 58896
Sexual crimes 21920 23934 28350 36791 38096 28626 59570 27666 23366
Extortion 5480 4903 5532 7048 8207 6902 7807 9791 10961
Homicides 12460 12164 12079 12667 12656 12018 13709 13537 13515
Homicides in 
traffic accidents 5344 5609 5261 6017 6054 4937 6910 7538 7469

Theft of people 101449 146867 209781 257071 306831 203532 272512 351370 372813
Robbery of 
residences 21164 24190 46550 47373 46457 32324 31533 34503 33785

Car theft 7759 8049 9750 9848 10496 203532 10061 11151 11026
Motorcycle theft 27296 31393 32010 32733 35704 9002 31553 38516 39763
Theft of entities 
commercial 22466 23060 60311 65579 61644 41618 38524 46408 37937

Theft of entities 
financial 120 128 163 192 141 91 99 138 81

Accident injuries 42588 77037 67281 48988 40151 1696 32191 45747 48833
Injuries personal 86963 127226 132655 138306 119281 82597 99658 110410 95409
Piracy land 295 324 443 404 318 260 136 185 132
Kidnapping 213 207 195 176 92 88 130 223 343
Terrorism 391 221 142 164 248 368 195 578 189
Violence 
Intrafamily 75699 97139 100527 99906 116505 113567 117132 11762 106947

Total 488033 630194 764752 851559 891957 783138 776575 779231 864972

Source: Directorate of Criminal Investigation and Interpol, crime information group, Information extracted from the Statistical, 
Misdemeanor and Operational Information System of the National Police – SIEDCO
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Figure 1. Number of registered crimes period 2015-2023

Source: Elaboration based on data from the Directorate of Criminal Investigation and Interpol, crime information group, Infor-
mation extracted from the Statistical Information System, Contraventional Delinquency and Operations of the National Police 
- SIEDCO.

In addition to crime statistics, there are reports of human rights violations, such as the Human 
Rights report Watch regarding the year 2021, which mentions:

FARC dissidents and other armed groups, including the ELN and paramilitary successor 
groups, have committed multiple “massacres,” defined in Colombia as the killing of three or 
more civilians in a single incident. The OHCHR Office documented 76 massacres during 
2020 – the highest number since 2014 – and received information on another 82 between 
January and September 2021 (p. 180.)

Likewise, the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA, 2021) reported,

Increases in displacement caused by violence and in confinements or restrictions on the 
mobility of the population caused by non-state armed groups and criminal organizations. 
OCHA indicates that, between January and November 2021, 72.388 people (12.848 boys 
and girls) have been displaced, while in all of 2020, 26.291 were displaced. In addition, 
57.787 people have been confined between January and November 2021. OCHA points 
out that 69% of the displaced population and 96% of the population whose mobility has 
been unduly restricted are indigenous and Afro-descendant people (p. 6).

In this sense, the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (2021) recommended 
that the Colombian State give priority to the situation in the territories most affected by violence, 
reinforce the presence of civil authorities, and the provision of basic services for prevent and con-
tain violence and protect the civilian population and community, social, indigenous and Afro-des-
cendant leaders in these areas.

The global context, not unrelated to these realities, poses challenges described in the Sustainable 
Development Goals, associated with the reduction of conflicts, insecurity, murders, forced disa-
ppearances, violent acts, and the need to guarantee the protection of human rights. From there, 
SDG 16 “Peace, justice, and solid institutions” is established, which seeks to: promote peaceful 
and inclusive societies for sustainable development, facilitate access to justice for all and create 
effective, responsible and inclusive institutions at all levels.

In response to the above, the current National Development Plan (2018-2022), formulated the 
“Pact for legality, security, authority and order for freedom” based on an internal diagnosis based 
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on figures of deaths of social leaders, cases of homicide, interpersonal violence, theft of people, 
among other indicators, which reveal the concern to strengthen respect for human rights, promote 
democracy and consequently support true governability in Colombia. The pact aims to prevent 
and punish high-impact crimes by improving the reaction capacity of Police authorities, and gua-
ranteeing the protection of threatened social leaders. Likewise, it tends, among other objectives, to 
strengthen the culture of legality so that citizens exercise their rights in accordance with the law.

In the same way, the Defense and Security Policy (PDS) for Legality, Entrepreneurship and Equity 
and the Framework Policy for Coexistence and Citizen Security emerged, whose objective is to “set 
objectives and guide the action of the institutions, the authorities of police and administrative”; 
This policy is the basis for the design and implementation of comprehensive citizen security and 
coexistence plans by local authorities. It bases coexistence and citizen security on five (5) strategic 
axes: 1) Culture of legality for coexistence, rights and peace, 2) Disruption of crime, 3) Innovation, 
science and technology, 4) Active citizenship, co-responsibility and 5) institutional projection; all 
of them inherent to the exercise and application of Human Rights.

Likewise, strategies have been defined such as the adoption of a policy for the prevention and pro-
tection of people and communities at risk, particularly victims, social leaders and human rights 
defenders; and the formulation of a citizen security and coexistence policy to prevent crime and 
improve the capacities of police authorities (law 2197 of 2022 the citizen security law).

This is how, although Colombia has advanced in the generation of public policies aimed at peace-
ful coexistence and citizen security, the permanent transformations of society require the genera-
tion of new or more mechanisms that allow the path to continue to establish social relations in the 
communities that allow coexistence in harmony and the free development of their rights, especia-
lly, as already mentioned, in rural areas.(Dcto 1581 2017 public policy  to prevent the violation of 
the rights to life, liberty and security of individuals, groups and communities )

Hence, the consolidation of processes of coexistence and security must be the result of the joint 
action of government institutions and the administration of justice, as well as the active partici-
pation of citizens and civil society organizations; For this reason, democratic innovation is highly 
relevant, as it generates a sense of co-responsibility in the actors that co-inhabit the national 
territory.

Institutional and justice strengthening, as well as the transformation of environments, the promo-
tion of civic participation, and health, are aspects that must be worked on in a coordinated way 
to achieve peaceful coexistence, as well as so that the organization of cities and municipalities is 
based on compliance with the laws and the peaceful resolution of conflicts.

The Role of Higher Education

As stated (Ramírez, 2018), education, conceived as a human right and a process, is multidimen-
sional to the extent that it responds to historical, ideological, political, social and economic con-
notations. Likewise, it is complex because it obeys and responds to culture, a human sphere that 
presents high levels of difficulty in its analysis and understanding (p. 26).

In this sense, it is essential to attribute the incidence of education in the development of the di-
fferent contexts, as well as its contribution in the consolidation of democratic, safe and peaceful 
environments. The 2001 Inter-American Democratic Charter establishes that education plays a 
primary role in strengthening democratic institutions, democratic values, and participation in civil 
society (Sacavino, 2012).
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In particular, with regard to human rights education, the need to mainstream training and accu-
mulate investigative knowledge is recognized (Magendzo, 1998). To date, these needs have been 
ratified by the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 
within the framework of the 2030 Agenda and the Sustainable Development Goal No. 4 “Quality 
Education”, in which goals such as:

• Ensure equal access for all men and women to quality technical, vocational and higher educa-
tion, including university education

• Ensuring that all students acquire the knowledge and skills necessary to promote sustainable 
development, including through education for sustainable development and sustainable lifestyles, 
human rights, gender equality, the promotion of a culture of peace and non-violence, world citi-
zenship and the appreciation of cultural diversity and the contribution of culture to sustainable 
development.

• Strengthen the links between research, policy and practice with a view to fostering effective, 
accountable and transparent participation of institutions and civil society in policy dialogue at all 
levels by bridging cultures and empowering youth.

Based on the foregoing, it is first important to mention the challenges that Colombia faces in ter-
ms of reducing gaps in access to higher education. In 2019, the Science and Technology Observa-
tory indicated that coverage in the country is still very low compared to other countries; Likewise, 
the statistics of the National System of Higher Education (2019) show the problem, especially 
attenuated in rural areas:

Figure 2. Coverage Rate in Higher Education by Department

  

Source: SNIES, 2019

The gross coverage rate in higher education in Colombia (51%) is similar to the average for Latin 
America, but is 23 percentage points below the average for OECD economies (Consejo Privado 
de Competitividad, 2021: 18).  Higher education enrollment is highly concentrated in large cities, 
and there has been little progress in terms of decentralization in the last decade.

However, with regard to access to postgraduate training for master’s degrees, that is, the level of 
training that allows the generation of skills for research itself and applied research, and through 
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which the generation and transfer of knowledge to the communities, company and State, the gap 
seems to be getting worse.

At the national level there are 15 master’s programs in government, governance and governability, 
located in 13 universities in the country, of which 14 are offered in face-to-face mode and 1 in 
virtual mode, as follows:

Figure 3. Distribution of Master’s programs related to Government, governance and governability

Source: Elaboration from SNIES data. 2023.

There are 2 academic programs in coexistence (Master’s in Human Rights and Public Policies for 
Coexistence; and Master’s in Reconciliation and Coexistence), and 24 Programs in Human Ri-
ghts. Of these, only one is offered in traditional distance moduele. In relation to security training 
programs, there are 7 face-to-face programs, distributed in 2 cities.

Source: Elaboration from SNIES data. 2023.

In this way, it was identified that the master’s programs developed around the study objects of 
governability, democracy and human rights, are concentrated in the main cities of the country; in 
turn, most of them are offered in person. The foregoing accounts for the need to generate strategies 
that minimize the gaps in access to postgraduate education in these areas in the territories, such 
as the implementation of virtual training proposals.
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Access to postgraduate education can be one of the routes to generate processes of democratic 
innovation, identify and analyze social problems, and build territorial proposals that contribute to 
the strengthening of governability, the promotion and protection of human rights, and the cons-
truction of citizenship; that is, postgraduate education must become a national commitment, to 
the extent that it contributes to the development of skills in applied research so that real proposals 
for knowledge transfer to the territories are designed and implemented.

The above, bases the pertinence of the creation of Master’s programs that study governability, 
Democracy and Human Rights, since it is required, from an integral formation, the understan-
ding of the social phenomena that impact the public function, as well as the appropriation of the 
relationship that exists between the promotion of human rights, their respect and protection and 
the impact on the conditions of coexistence and citizen security; that is, an articulation between 
the participation of the state, political actors, social actors and the citizenry, which results in the 
design and formulation of policies, mechanisms and strategies aimed at strengthening democracy 
and governability.

In this sense, postgraduate training constitutes an intrinsic strategy for the legitimation of knowle-
dge and the development of research that can contribute to strengthening governability, democra-
tic innovation and human rights.

Discussion

Governance, democratic innovation, and human rights are fundamental pillars for the develop-
ment of societies and political stability, as they enable the consolidation of legitimate institutions, 
citizen participation, and the creation of effective public policies (Zorro, 2017). In this regard, 
postgraduate education in these areas plays a crucial role, as it trains professionals with the ne-
cessary competencies to design and implement strategies that strengthen governance and promote 
transparent and participatory public management (Barraza et al., 2023).

However, access to these programs remains deeply unequal in Colombia. Educational offerings in 
governance, democratic innovation, and human rights are concentrated in major cities, putting ru-
ral regions at a disadvantage, where the lack of educational opportunities prevents the formation 
of local leaders capable of influencing territorial development processes (Private Council on Com-
petitiveness, 2021). This gap not only limits institutional strengthening in these territories but also 
perpetuates structural issues such as violence, insecurity, and the violation of fundamental rights.

Education, conceived as a human right and a multidimensional process, has a direct impact on 
the consolidation of democratic, secure, and peaceful environments (Ramírez, 2018). In this sen-
se, ensuring equitable access to postgraduate programs in these areas becomes a key strategy for 
territorial transformation, especially in regions most affected by violence and weak institutions. 
Training in human rights not only raises awareness among professionals about their importance 
but also provides them with tools for their protection and promotion, contributing to the construc-
tion of more cohesive and just societies (Dávila, 2018).

Moreover, democratic innovation is particularly relevant in this context, as it allows for the imple-
mentation of new mechanisms for citizen participation, such as participatory budgets, public poli-
cy councils, and accountability spaces. These tools strengthen co-responsibility between the state 
and civil society, promoting more inclusive and efficient governance. Likewise, security cannot be 
understood solely as crime control but rather as the creation of conditions that enable peaceful 
coexistence and the full exercise of human rights (United Nations High Commissioner for Human 
Rights, 2021).
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Within this framework, postgraduate education must become a national commitment. Its stren-
gthening and expansion, particularly through virtual and decentralized training models, is es-
sential to ensuring equity in access to advanced education and closing territorial gaps. As Ma-
gendzo (1998) points out, it is crucial to mainstream human rights education and accumulate 
research-based knowledge for its application in different territories. The consolidation of a more 
accessible academic offering in these areas will not only improve the state’s management capaci-
ties but also foster the development of more democratic, secure, and cohesive communities.

Ultimately, ensuring accessible and relevant postgraduate education in governance, democratic 
innovation, and human rights is a necessary step toward transforming Colombia’s political and 
social landscape. Implementing strategies to reduce access barriers will enable the formation of 
leaders with a critical and proactive vision, capable of contributing to institutional strengthening, 
citizen participation, and the effective guarantee of human rights—key elements for building a 
more just and equitable society.
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